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MAY 2026  

 
 

 
 

 
OC VETTES PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

 
 

Greetings to all. It is my hope that this message finds you well and in good 
spirits.   

First, thank you to everyone who attended our May meeting and because it was 
Cinco de Mayo. We enjoyed a delicious Mexican meal prepared by the staff of the 
Elks Lodge. It was very tasty and Tony did an excellent job of setting that up for 
us. 
 
This year, 2026 is the 100th anniversary of Route 66, “The Mother Road”. The 
Route 66 Fun Run was just held in Arizona April 30 – May 2nd and the event was 
very well attended with over 800 cars entered. OC Vettes had 18 cars and 32 
participants, and all attending had a very nice time. Janet Cherry did an excellent 
job in organizing the trip and the stops she included were a lot of fun and very 
interesting. I’m already looking forward to next year's event. The enthusiasm for 
the automobile is on full display at this event with everything from “rat rods” to the 
newest Corvettes and everything imaginable in between. The “Fun Run” truly is a 
lot of fun! 
 
Dave Hamel is setting up another event at the Capriana facility on June 13, 2026 
at 9:00 am to bring a morning of beautiful cars and fellowship to the residents who 
cannot attend other car shows. The Capriana staff and residents are very much 
looking forward to this event and I hope that you can join in. 
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On Wednesday, May 20th Valerie and I will be hosting the clubs monthly social at 
the Rose Canyon Cantina. This was originally put on the calendar by Sue and 
Henry Walker but they now live in Arizona so Valerie took it on to keep it on the 
schedule. Henry and Sue are planning on attending so it would be a good 
opportunity to catch up with them and it’s a popular restaurant with the club. 
Get on the road in your beautiful Corvette. 
 
Daryl Martin  
President, OC Vettes  

 

  
SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

OCV Events in Blue and Italic 
For more info contact Daryl Martin  

at 562-522-5753 

 
 

DATE EVENT HOST 
     2026   
May 5 OCV Business Meeting, Santa Ana Elks Lodge, 1751 S. Lyon 

Street, Santa Ana.  Dinner cost is $30 per person. 
OCV Board 

May 9 NCCC Regional Meeting Via Zoom Janet Cherry 
May 10 Mother's Day  
May 20 OCV Social-Rose Canyon Cantina Daryl & Val Martin 
May 25 Memorial Day  
May 26 OCV Board Meeting @ Black Bear Diner, Buena Park OCV Board 
May 30 Ladies' Tea at Story Bar and Kitchen Conda Takanabe 
June 2 OCV Business Meeting, Santa Ana Elks Lodge, 1751 S. Lyon 

Street, Santa Ana.  Dinner cost is $31 per person. 
OCV Board 

June 13 Car show/breakfast at Capriana Dave Hamel 
June 16 OCV Social-???? ??? 
June 21 Father's Day  
June 28 National Corvette Day at Marconi Museum (see flyer)  
June 30 OCV Board Meeting @ Black Bear Diner, Buena Park OCV Board 
July 7 OCV Business Meeting, Santa Ana Elks Lodge, 1751 S. Lyon 

Street, Santa Ana.  Dinner cost is $31 per person. 
OCV Board 

July 21 OCV Social-???? ??? 
July 28 OCV Board Meeting @ Black Bear Diner, Buena Park OCV Board 
August 1 OC Vettes dues are due  
Aug 15 All Corvette Car Show – Corvette Super Sports (see flyer)  
September 19 NCCC Regional Meeting Via Zoom Janet Cherry 
September 20 Corvette Spectacular, Downtown Los Altos September 20 
Sept 24-26 Prescott Corvette Car Show (see flyer)  
November ?? NCCC Regional Meeting Via Zoom Janet Cherry 
December 5 OC Vettes Christmas Party-Orange County Mining Company  

 
 



 

3 
 

 

 
APRIL SOCIAL 

at  

THE CRAB POT 
 

 
 

Thank you all for attending the April social at the Crab Pot.  We had 35 
members in attendance. Special thanks to Conda, Donna and Barb for all the 
birthday desserts – JANET. 
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MAY  SOCIAL 

at  

ROSE CANYON CANTINA 
20722 Rose Canyon Road, Trabuco Canyon 

WEDNESDAY, May 20, 6 PM 
 
 

 
 

Rose Canyon Cantina & Grill combines authentic Mexican dishes with original 
Southwest selections.  The result is a delicious blend of traditional and 
contemporary offerings.   
 
Situated on Rose Canyon Creek under a shady canopy of ancient oaks and 
sycamore trees, the Cantina provides a unique, consistently pleasing dining 
experience.  Your journey to one of Orange County’s last unspoiled areas leads 
to a surprise in the canyon…an eatery with breathtaking views from interior dining 
areas and from a stunning patio.  It’s a great place to find an even better place to 
be.  Come see for yourself! 
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LADIES TEA AT 

STORY BAR AND KITCHEN 
8150 E. Santa Ana Canyon Road 

Anaheim Hills 
 

 
Conda has put together a tea at Story Bar and Kitchen in Anaheim Hills.  The 
date is Saturday, May 30 at 10 AM.  Story has a theme for their tea 
experience, and is currently The Mad Hatter.  MCost is $48 per person which  
includes tax and tip. She will collect the money ahead of the event because 
there will be only one check.  You can pay her by Zelle, check, or cash.  
Donna Mann will be collecting at Rose Canyon Cantina if you would like to 
pay there.  If you have not already signed up, please let her know if you 
would like to attend.  714-595-1070 or btakanabe@msn.com. 
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ROUTE 66 
April 29-May 3 

Recap by Janet Cherry 
 

 
 

We left with two car clubs OC Vettes and PCC, 18 cars and 32 people. Picked 
up Corvette Super Sports in Kingman, AZ for a total of 29 cars and 54 people.   
Much thanks to Ron Molendyk, Tronya Nelson, Stephaine DeMarkey, and 
Margaret Hoien for the pre-runs and the games.  
 
Thank you all for every laugh, every adventure, every unforgettable 
moment and for the memories I will cherish a lifetime. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

"The Book" each car received from Janet Cherry. 
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Meeting at Carl's Junior 

 

 
Route 66 Museum, Victorville, CA 

 
 
 
 

 
Newberry Springs, CA 
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Elmer's Bottle Tree Ranch, Oro Grande, CA 
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Route 66, Ludlow, CA 

 

    
 

Route 66, Amboy, CA 

 
Laughlin, NV 
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Williams, AZ 
 

 
 
 
 

  
 

Ash Fork, AZ 
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Dumpster Rat Races 
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   1st     2nd   3rd  
 

 
 

Happy 62nd Wedding Anniversary Tony & Vicky 
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RECIPES OF THE MONTH 
Corvette Summer Drink 

Route 66 Chili 
(Courtesy of Janet Cherry) 
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ROUTE 66 CHILI 
 
 

 
 

3 pounds trimmed boneless pork shoulder, cut into 1-inch pieces 
All purpose flour 
1/2 cup olive oil 
3/4 cup chopped onion 
4 poblano chilies, chopped 
1/4 cup chopped garlic 
1 28-ounce can diced tomatoes in juice 
2 19-ounce cans enchilada sauce 
1 12-ounce bottle amber ale 
1 7-ounce can diced green chilies 
1 tablespoon ground cumin 
1 tablespoon chili powder 
Sour cream 
Sliced green onions 
 
Dredge pork in flour to coat; shake off excess. Heat 1/4 cup olive oil in a 
large pot over medium-high heat. Add pork and brown on all sides in 
batches, about 8 minutes. Using a slotted spoon, transfer pork to a large 
bowl. 
 
Add the remaining 1/4 cup olive oil to the same pot. Add the onion and sauté 
until translucent, about 4 minutes. Add the poblano chilies and garlic and 
sauté for 2 minutes. Mix in the pork, diced tomatoes with their juice, 
enchilada sauce, ale, diced green chilies, cumin, and chili powder. Simmer 
until the meat is tender and the chili thickens slightly, stirring occasionally, for 
about 1 hour. Serve the chili with sour cream and sliced green onions. 
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JOKES OF THE MONTH 

 

 

 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Pet Groomer Handkerchief 
From Bob Van der Upwich 

What is with pet grooming businesses strapping that square piece of cloth on your dog’s neck 
before you pick them up?? It’s annoying! 
 
Nobody picks up Fido from the groomer and says, “wow, thanks for tying a piece of square 
cloth from the Walmart discount table around my dog’s neck. Now I can take ‘em home and 
struggle to remove it without harming my pet’s neck or face while cursing you under my 
breath. 
 
They always tie a knot that must be cut with something sharp! 
 
I get that it’s supposed to be cute. Are handkerchiefs cute? They aren’t when seen on working 
cowboys? They’re grimy, dirty and sweat soaked. The least dog groomers can do is use a 
fabric that depicts young women in string bikinis. But no…. 
 
We have two dogs and have used different grooming services over the years. However, we 
have never stayed with a lousy groomer because of the square piece of cloth around the 
dog’s neck. 
 
“Honey, I know the groomer forgot to trim the Fido’s nails, got soap in his eyes and cut his 
scrotum with the electric clippers. But what about the handkerchief?” 
 
That has never happened!! 
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UPCOMING EVENT 

 
 
Steve Bronston is putting together a trip to the NHRA Museum at the Pomona 
Fairgrounds.  The date to TBA. 
 
 
 

 
OC VETTES CLUB APPAREL 

 
 

OCV clothing and hats can be ordered from Land’s End. To start, view 
products online at: https://business.landsend.com/store/oc_vettes/. Decide on 
the merchandise you want to purchase. The official OCV color is royal blue, 
and the typical club shirt is a button front polo shirt. As you place your order, 
you will be able to add the club logo to your purchase. Select the logo color 
that works best with your shirt. If you need assistance in ordering just call 1-
800- 587-1541 between Monday and Friday from 7AM to 7 PM CT. Their staff 
is waiting to help you with your order. 
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INTERESTING MOTHER'S DAY FACTS 

 

 
Mother’s Day started in 1908 to honor a mom who helped during the Civil War. 
 
President Woodrow Wilson Made it an official U.S. holiday in 1914 on the second  
Sunday in May. 

 
Mother’s Day is the second biggest gift-giving day after Christmas. 
 
 

 
BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 

 

 
 BIRTHDAYS  ANNIVERSARIES CLUB 

MEMBERSHIP 
ANNIVERSARY 

Years 

MAY      
23 Karen Goettsch 3 Tony & Vicky 

Siragusa 
Tronya Nelson 7 

  17 George & Sarah 
McDaniel 

  

  25 Mark & Rosemary 
Shearer 

  

JUNE      
5 Dorothy Treece 13 Gary & Judy 

Oedekerk 
Alice Willard 49 

13 Judy Oedekerk 27 Ivan & Ruth 
Nichols 

Jim & Judy Lundal 35 

14 Chris Latham   Janis Parkinson 27 
15 Barb Hall   Martin & Chris 

Latham 
2 

20 Dave Hamel     
24 Janis Parkinson     
29 Ivan Nichols     
29 Steve Bronston     
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PGA WANNA BE'S 
 

 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
OC VETTES 

MINUTES OF GENERAL MEETING 
May 5, 2026 

Santa Ana Elks Lodge 
 

  
 

I. Meeting called to order at 6:30 by President Daryl Martin. Vice President 
Janet Cherry, Treasurer Ray Cranston, Secretary Carol Thompson, and 
Director Steve Bronston were also present. Thirty-nine members 
attended the meeting. 

II. Flag Salute:  President 
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III. General Meeting Minutes for April 7, 2026, meeting were moved for 
approval by Janet Cherry and seconded by Karen Goettsch. The minutes 
were approved. 

IV. Reports -  
A. Board of Directors 

i. President: Daryl Martin. Daryl mentioned the birthdays and 
anniversaries that will be celebrated in May. 

ii. Vice President: Janet Cherry. No report. 
iii.  Secretary: Carol Thompson. No report. 
iv. Treasurer: Ray Cranston. Ray distributed the financial report. 
v. Director: Steve Bronston. No report. 

B. Appointed Positions 
i. NCCC Governor: Janet Cherry. Janet sent out an email 

showing that NCCC scholarships are available to members. 
No one from the West Coast has applied. 

ii. Corvette Museum Ambassador: Tony Siragusa. Tony reported 
that the Corvette Museum has built an additional building to 
display Corvettes. 

iii. Membership: Donna Mann. OCV had a visitor to the meeting. 
His name was Al Byron. He has a 2005 and a 2023 
convertible. Donna Mann will send him additional information 
about the club. 

iv. Member News: Sue Lookman. No report. 
v. Newsletter: Conda Takanabe. Conda asked members to send 

her any pictures or articles. 
vi. Website: Steve Bronston. No report. 
vii. Apparel Coordinator: Gary Oedekerk. No report.  
viii. 50/50 Coordinator: Masako Burggraf. No report. 
ix. Elks Club Ambassador: Tony Siragusa. Tony asked for 

feedback on the meal, and everyone agreed that the Cinco 
de Mayo menu was very good. 

x. Homecoming Fundraiser Liaison: Conda Takanabe. No 
report. 

V. New Business  
A. Social Media. 

i. Steve Bronston has updated the OCV website. Daryl 
suggested that members check out the changes. 
(https://www.ocvettes.com) 
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ii. Bob Van Der Upwich has been working on the Facebook 
page and has been updating it for the club. Bob asks that 
members upload pictures of recent events to the site. 
(www.facebook.com/ocvettesclub) 

B. Poker Run  
i. The Board is looking for a good weekend for the OCV poker 

run. 
I. We need to find a restaurant that can manage the 

luncheon part of the event on a Saturday afternoon. 
They need to have adequate restaurant space and 
parking. We would like to hold the Poker Run in the 
next few months. 

II. Maps will need to be updated to add the starting 
location and the restaurant location. 

C. Return visit to Capriana Assisted Living Center 
i. Dave Hamel received only 5 responses to his email about the 

Capriana car show.  
ii. He asked for more participation and about 14 members said 

they would come. 
iii. It will be held on June 13 and starts around 9 AM. 

VI. Past Events 
A. April 21, April Social at The Crab Pot in Long Beach. 

i. Hosted by Janet Cherry. 
ii. Food was great and everyone had fun.  
iii. It was Janet’s birthday and there was LOTS of cake to 

celebrate the event. 
B. April 29-May 3, 2026, Route 66 Fun Run 

i. Hosted by Janet Cherry. 
ii. The trip was phenomenal. Janet Cherry planned every detail 

of the event. 
iii. The trip book was fantastic with all the directions and 

background on all the places we visited. 
iv. 18 cars and 32 people attended from our club. 
v. Pacific Coast Corvettes (PCC) and Corvette Super Sports 

also had members attending. The total number was 28 cars 
and over 50 people. 

C. Bernie and Stephanie De Markey came to the meeting to thank 
Janet for her hard work and presented her with several bottles of 
wine to thank her. 
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VII. Upcoming Events 
A. May 20, WEDNESDAY, May Social, 6 PM, at Rose Canyon 

Cantina, 20722 Rose Canyon Rd, Trabuco Canyon. 
i. Hosted by Daryl and Valerie Martin. 
ii. The restaurant asks that we do not arrive until 6PM. 

B. May 30, 2026, Ladies’ Tea at Story Bar and Kitchen hosted by 
Conda Takanabe. 

i. Event will be a brunch/luncheon starting at 10 AM. 
I. Conda sent out the menu in her email. 

ii. There is a Mad Hatter theme at the restaurant right now. 
iii. Cost is $40 per person due to Conda. 

I. You can pay via mail, or at the Social.  
II. Make checks payable to Conda. 

VIII. Member Forum 
A. Dave Hamel tracked his mileage for the Fun Run to compare 

running his C7 using 4 and 8 cylinders. There was only a difference 
of one mile per gallon between the two. 

IX. Opportunity drawing of $55 was won by George McDaniel. Additional 
prizes were won by Ellie Cranston, Steve Bronston, Donna Mann, and 
Gary Oedekerk.  

X. Next General Meeting is Tuesday, June 2, 2026, at 6:30 at the Santa Ana 
Elks Lodge.  
A. Agenda items for the next meeting are due to Daryl Martin by May 

26. 
B. The meeting will be held in the large ballroom as the Elks will be 

holding an event in our usual meeting room. 
XI. Next Board Meeting is Tuesday, May 26, 2026, at 6:30 PM at the Buena 

Park Black Bear Diner, 7005 Knott Ave, Buena Park.  
A. Come for dinner at 5:30 before the meeting starts. 

XII. Badge Fines $1.00 paid to Ray Cranston. 
XIII. Motion to Adjourn at 7:17 by Sue Lookman, seconded by Nancy Ward. 

Meeting adjourned. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Carol Thompson, Secretary      
 
   

* * * * * * *  
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The Orange Pits is the monthly Newsletter for the OC Vettes Club of Orange County, CA. This newsletter 
is intended to inform our membership about club news and events. Articles to be submitted for publication 
in the newsletter should be submitted on the night of the monthly General Business Meeting or sent via 
email to Newsletter Editor CondaTakanabe at: btakanabe@msn.com. All written correspondence to the 
club should be mailed to:  

OC Vettes 
P.O. Box 27183 

Anaheim, CA 92809 
O C Vettes (OCV) is a Corvette club based in Orange County, California. OCV is a non-profit organization 
affiliated with the National Council of Corvette Clubs (NCCC). OCV is an active supporter of Children’s 
Hospital of Orange County (CHOC). 

O C Vettes is a club of individuals who appreciate driving Chevrolet Corvettes and enjoy socializing with 
fellow Corvette owners. Currently, OCV has over 100 members who enjoy a varied calendar of events. 
Car shows, day trips, overnight trips, extended trips or other events are usually scheduled each month. 
Membership is open to anyone interested in Corvettes. More information is available on our Web site at 
www.ocvettes.com. 

O C Vettes 2025 – 2026 Club Officers 
 

 
BOARD MEMBERS 

 

President Daryl Martin (562) 522-5753 

Vice President Janet Cherry  (562)544-1053 

Secretary Carol Thompson (714) 749-1486 

Treasurer Ray Cranston (562) 665-1709 

Director Steve Bronston (714) 458-1675 

VOLUNTEER OFFICES   

NCCC Governor Janet Cherry (562) 544-1053 

Membership Chair Donna Mann (714) 323-3555 

National Corvette Museum Ambassador Tony Siragusa (714) 308-0096 

Apparel Coordinator Gary Oedekerk (949) 293-1386 

Website  Steve Bronston (714) 458-1675 

Newsletter/Historian Conda Takanabe (714) 595-1070 

Member News Sue Lookman (714) 767-3451 

50-50 Coordinator Masako Burggraf (714) 936-8528 

Homecoming Chair Conda Takanabe (714) 595-1070 

 









Prescott Vette Sette 

20th Anniversary Corvette Car Show 

September 24th - 26th 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



President’s Message 
May 2026 

So here we are at the national meeting in St. Louis.  I am sure there will be more 

information for you after tomorrow so please look at the minutes when they are ready or 

contact your Regional Officers for more information. 

ONE MORE TIME!! If you have not registered for the 2026 Convention in Syracuse, NY, 

there is still time.  When will you have another opportunity to explore the state of NY, 

Niagara Falls and take a boat trip along the St. Lawrence River?  Anyway, take another 

look and come join us! Even if you cannot stay the whole week, there are Day Passes available so you can 

attend anytime during the week. 

The National Corvette Museum bash is over. The weather was great. The Collections Building is under roof and 

the building is REALLY big.  We talked about 66,000 square feet but until you walk into it- WOW.  I can’t wait 

until it’s done- seeing all the cars will be awesome. The new NCCC and club banners are up around the 

museum and they look great. 

Take a look at the NCCC website for new information as well as the new blogs that are linked there.  

Communication is a big deal! Take a look. 

That’s all I have for now. Get out and enjoy your Corvette and the weather!! 

Deb Murphy 
NCCC President 
 

      

The National Council of Corvette Clubs (NCCC) online Scholarship application is now open! We encourage all club 
members to take advantage of this opportunity and share this information with their children or grandchildren. The 
deadline to submit the online application is May 15, 2026. Go to the NCCC Website and click on the Scholarship Tab to 
get started. Please don’t wait until the last minute to begin the process, starting early will help ensure everything is 
completed accurately and on time. If you have any questions or need assistance, feel free to contact me directly. 

Michele Cantelmo 
Director Scholarships and Charity 

 



              

MICHELIN TIRE RAFFLE 

The Michelin Tire Raffle is for NCCC Members Only.   There will be 2 drawings for a $2,000 Certificate that 

will be held at the November 14th, 2026, Governor Meeting in St. Louis.  Each entry costs $25.00. Your donation of each 

entry will stay within NCCC and will support the Scholarship and Hardship Programs.   

NAME:________________________________________________________________  

ADDRESS:____________________________________________________________  

PHONE NUMBER:______________________________________________________  

NUMBER OF ENTRIES:_____________     AMOUNT OF DONATION: $_________ 

Make check payable to “NCCC Grants & Scholarship” and mail with order form to:  

NCCC Director of Sponsorship & Charity   Mail orders must be received by 10/30/26 

Michele Cantelmo  

235 Clove Road  

Montague, NJ 07827  

ST. JUDE CHILDREN’S RESEARCH HOSPITAL RAFFLE 

Drawing will be held at each Governor Meetings in St. Louis. You can enter all separate raffles. Each entry costs $25.00.  

Listed below are the cut off dates to receive your entry by mail.    

The drawing date is Saturday May 2, 2026.  The cut off to enter the 5/2/26 drawing is 4/18/26.  The prize is from 

Summit Racing Equipment worth $1,000.00. 

The drawing date is Saturday, September 12, 2026.  The cut off to enter the 9/12/26 drawing is 8/25/26.  The prize is 

from NCM MotorSports Park (a full day on the Skid Pad)  

The drawing date is Saturday, November 14, 2026.  The cut off to enter the 11/14/26 drawing is 10/25/26.  The prize is a 

Corvette Quilt. 

NAME:________________________________________________________________    

ADDRESS:____________________________________________________________   

PHONE NUMBER:______________________________________________________   

DONATION AMOUNT:___________________________________________________   

Please check off which drawing you are entering and list how many entries you would like.  Cost is $25 per entry.      

☐May 2, 2026                        How Many Entries______________  Summit Racing        

☐September 12, 2026       How Many Entries______________  NCM MotorSports Park       

☐November 14, 2026         How Many Entries______________  Corvette Quilt 

Make check payable to St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital. Mail check and form to:    

NCCC Director of Sponsorship & Charity 

Michele Cantelmo 

235 Clove Road 

Montague, NJ 07827  

 

      

 



Website Update 
May 2026 

 

The FCOA webpages have been freshened up, and I think they look better. Thanks to Melissa 

Felts for giving me ideas and the logos to help with the updates.  

The first page of the NCCC website has been updated and a couple of the buttons have been 

removed as they were no longer in use.  

Not much else to report this month. Time to clean up the cars and get them out of winter storage for the Corvette 

Season! 

Walt Jenkins 

NCCC IT Director 

  


