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SEPTEMBER 2025  

 
 

 
 

 
OC VETTES PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

 
 
Greetings OC Vette Members 
 
I am hoping this newsletter finds you well and in good spirits.  OC Vettes had some very enjoyable 
events in August that were well attended. 
 
Our August social was at the Story Bar and Kitchen in Anaheim, hosted by Chris and Martin Latham. 
The food was excellent, the desserts provided by Chris and Martin were a nice treat, the novels 
provided were a nice touch, and it was an enjoyable evening for all 35 members present. 
 
On August 23 there was the Corvettes on the Flight Line at Lyons Museum at John Wayne Airport 
hosted by PCC Corvettes. Our club had four cars there out of a total of 166 Corvettes with Steve 
Bronston, Patrick O’Keefe, George McDaniel and myself in attendance. There were some very nice 
cars there and on many, the owners had done some great mods to make them even better than stock. 
I think all in attendance were hoping for a speed run down the runway, but the FAA was having none 
of that, much to our dismay. 
 
On August 19th, the OCV had 22 members in attendance for the “The Dinner Detective” at the Embassy 
Suites in Orange. The show enabled our members to use their detective skills to attempt to solve the 
crime and much to everyone’s surprise, the guilty party was sitting next to Gary Oedekerk. Patrick,  
Derek and Sue Lookman showcased their theatrical skills while Karen displayed her dancing talent. It 
was an enjoyable event and a fun night for all. 
 
For upcoming events, please see the schedule of events below. If there is an event you would like to 
recommend or sponsor, please feel free to pass that information along to me, the Board or the 
membership at the business meeting. 
 
Wishing you all the best and happy cruising! 
 
Daryl Martin, President 
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SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

OCV Events in Blue and Italic.  
For more info contact Daryl Martin  

at 562-522-5753 
 
 

 
 

DATE EVENT HOST 
     2025   
September 1 OCV YEARLY DUES ARE PAST DUE OCV Board 
September 2 OCV Business Meeting, Santa Ana Elks Lodge, 1751 S. Lyon 

Street, Santa Ana.  Dinner cost is $30 per person. 
OCV Board 

September 16 OCV Social-Craftsman Pizza, Placentia Mike & Lori Blume 
September 23 OCV Board Meeting @ Keno’s Anaheim Hills OCV Board 
Sept 25-27 Prescott, AZ Car Show (see attached flyer)  
Sept. 28 LAPD Cops for Tots Car Show (see attached flyer)  
October 5 Marconi Museum Heels & Wheels (see attached flyer)  
October 7 OCV Business Meeting, Santa Ana Elks Lodge, 1751 S. Lyon 

Street, Santa Ana.  Dinner cost is $30 per person. 
OCV Board 

Oct 9 Homecoming for Magnolia HS at Western HS Conda Takanabe 
Oct 11 American Legion Post 555 Car Show (see attached flyer)  
Oct 13 OCV Trip to Yosemite Tony Siragusa & Gang 
October 21 OCV Social- Eureka!, Irvine Gary & Judy Oedekerk 
October 25 OCV Fall Festival  
October 28 OCV Board Meeting @ Keno’s Anaheim Hills OCV Board 
Dec 6 OCV Christmas Party – Orange County Mining Company  
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SEPTEMBER SOCIAL 

at Craftsman Pizza 
September 16, 6:00 PM 

Hosted by Mike and Lori Blume 
 
 

 

 
 

The September social will be hosted by Mike and Lori Blume and held at 6:00 p.m. at 
Craftsman Wood Fired Pizza, 148 E. Yorba Linda Boulevard, Placentia (behind Mr. 
D’s Diner).  In 1933 an original Craftsman, Nikola Rasic, brought his vision and skills 
to Los Angeles and opened Nick’s Café on Sunset boulevard.  The next generation of 
Craftsman opened just down the street in 1958 and Nikola’s became known as a 
Southern California landmark for the next 30 years.  Brothers Walt, Pete and Nick 
worked from behind the counter while Mama cooked up the daily specials and greeted 
guests and regulars as they walked through the back kitchen door.  
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AUGUST SOCIAL 

at STORY BAR & KITCHEN 
August 19 
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FLIGHT LINE AT LYON MUSEUM 

(Photo Credit to Steve Bronston) 
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Hitler's Mercedes 
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OC VETTES OFFICIAL COFFEE MUGS 

 

 
The official OC Vettes coffee mugs are here!  They are $8 each.  If you are 
interested in purchasing, please contact Gary Oedkerke (949-293-1386).  Thanks, 
Gary, for all your work in getting these made.    
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DINNER DETECTIVE EVENT 

September 6, 2025 
"A Noteworthy Crime" 
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THE KILLER! 
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RECIPE OF THE MONTH 

 

 
 

SHEET PAN CARAMEL APPLES 
 

 
 

Ingredients: 
4 large apples, sliced 
1 cup caramel sauce 
1/2 cup chocolate chips, melted 
1/4 cup chopped peanuts (or your favorite nuts) 
1/4 cup mini marshmallows 
1/4 cup sprinkles (optional) 
1/4 cup crushed graham crackers (optional) 
1/4 tsp sea salt (optional, for garnish) 
 
Directions: 
Prepare the Apples: Wash and slice the apples into thin wedges. Arrange them in a single layer on a 
parchment-lined sheet pan. 

Drizzle the Caramel: Heat the caramel sauce in the microwave for about 15-20 seconds to soften. 
Drizzle the caramel sauce evenly over the apple slices. 

Add the Toppings: Melt the chocolate chips in a microwave-safe bowl, stirring every 30 seconds until 
smooth. Drizzle the melted chocolate over the caramel apples. 

Decorate: Sprinkle the chopped nuts, mini marshmallows, sprinkles, and crushed graham crackers 
over the caramel apples as desired. 

Serve: Let the caramel and chocolate set for a few minutes. If you'd like, garnish with a light sprinkle 
of sea salt for a sweet and salty combo. Serve immediately! 
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JOKES OF THE MONTH 
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INTERESTING/UNUSUAL FACT 

 

 
THERE’S AN ORCHESTRA MADE UP ENTIRELY OF 

TYPEWRITERS. 
 

 
 

Since 2004, the Boston Typewriter Orchestra has been playing concerts, making 
and performing music by only using vintage typewriters. The various sounds of 
clacking, sliding carriages, bells, and spinning rollers contribute to the orchestra’s 
unique sound, according to Ripley’s Believe It or Not! 
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BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 

 

 

 BIRTHDAYS  ANNIVERSARIES CLUB 
MEMBERSHIP 
ANNIVERSARY 

Years 

SEPT      
3 Margaret Hoien 2 Bob & Debb Van 

der Upwich 
Richard & Carol 

Thompson 
23 

4 Judy Lundal 15 Pat & Angie 
O'Keefe 

Mark & Rosemary 
Shearer 

13 

4 Bob Van der 
Upwich 

19 Matt & Pat Beucler Ferris & Ruth 
Worden 

8 

4  Derek Wong 21 Richard & Carol 
Thompson 

Steve Bronston 6 

14 Derek Tally 25 Jim & Judy Lundal   
21 Anita Tse 29 Roger & Sherrie 

Mann 
  

26 Valerie Martin     
27 Vicky Siragusa     

OCT      
8 Richard Sheff 10 Daryl & Valerie 

Martin 
Dorothy Treece 25 

11 Donna Mann 19 David & Lisa Tally Hank Grampre 11 
27 Ellie Jeppesen  Karen Goettsch  4 
27 Betsy Slauson     
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OC VETTES CLUB APPAREL 

 
 
OCV clothing and hats can be ordered from Land’s End. To start, view products 
online at: https://business.landsend.com/store/oc_vettes/. Decide on the 
merchandise you want to purchase. The official OCV color is royal blue, and the 
typical club shirt is a button front polo shirt. As you place your order, you will be 
able to add the club logo to your purchase. Select the logo color that works best 
with your shirt. If you need assistance in ordering just call 1-800- 587-1541 
between Monday and Friday from 7AM to 7 PM CT. Their friendly staff is waiting 
to help you with your order. 
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OC VETTES 

MINUTES OF GENERAL MEETING 
September 2, 2025 

Santa Ana Elks Lodge 
 

  
I. Meeting called to order at 6:30 by Vice President, Janet Cherry.  

Treasurer Ray Cranston and Director Steve Bronston were present.  
President Daryl Martin and Secretary Carol Thompson were absent.  
Thirty-six members attended the meeting. 

II. Flag Salute:  Vice President  
III. General Meeting Minutes for August 5, 2025, were moved for approval by 

Vicky Siragusa and seconded by Mickey Lookman.   Minutes were 
approved. 

IV. Reports -  
A. Board of Directors 

i. President: Daryl Martin. Absent.  
ii. Vice President: Janet Cherry. No report. 
iii. Secretary: Carol Thompson. Absent.  
iv. Treasurer: Ray Cranston – Ray passed out the Treasurer’s 

statement.  
v. Director: Steve Bronston. No report. 

B. Appointed Positions 
i. NCCC Governor: Janet Cherry. No report. 
ii. Membership: Donna Mann. No report. 
iii. Corvette Museum Ambassador: Tony Siragusa. No report. 
iv. Member News: Sue Lookman. 
v. Apparel Coordinator: Gary Oedekerk. Gary brought OCV 

mugs to the meeting to sell. They are $8.00 each.  
vi. Website: Steve Bronston. No report. 
vii. Newsletter: Conda Takanabe. Conda requested contributions 

of jokes, recipes and car news by the end of the week.  
viii. 50/50 Coordinator: Masako Burggraf. No report. 
ix. Elks Club Ambassador: Tony Siragusa. No report. 
x. Homecoming Fundraiser Liaison: Conda Takanabe. No 

report. 
V. New Business 

A. OCV mugs are available for purchase. 
i. The cost is $8.00 per mug. 
ii. They are going fast, so see Gary Oedekerk to get one or two. 
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VI. Past Events 

A. August 16: Corvette Super Sports Car Show  
B. August 19: Club Social at Story Bar and Kitchen in Anaheim.  

i. Hosted by Chris and Martin Latham  
ii. Thirty-five members attended the dinner. 
iii. Members stated that the food and service were great.   

C. August 23: Corvettes On the Flight Line at Lyons Museum 
i. Hosted by PCC Corvettes  
ii. 166 Corvettes in attendance with all models represented.   
iii. OCV had 4 cars attend: Daryl Martin, Steve Bronston, Patrick 

and Angie O’Keefe and George McDaniel.   
VII. Upcoming Events 

A. September 6, Mystery Theater Dinner Event. Embassy Suites, 400 
N State College, Orange. 

i. Guests try to solve the mystery. 
ii. The cost will be around $85 to $100pp. Members need to 

purchase tickets on their own. There is still time to purchase 
tickets.   

iii. Each table will collect a tip for the actors that is separate from 
the cost of tickets.  

iv. There is a cash bar. 
v. There is a dress code (no jeans, shorts, flip flops, T shirts, 

hats). 
B. September 16, September Social. Craftsman Wood Fired Pizza, 

148 Yorba Linda Blvd, Placentia. 6 pm 
i. Hosted by Mike and Lori Blume. 
ii. Lots of parking available.   

C. October 13-16,  Yosemite and Sequoia National Parks Trip 
i. Hosted by Tony Siragusa 
ii. Twenty-three members have signed up to go on the trip, but 

two previous reservations have opened.  
iii. Check to make sure you have confirmation from Oakhurst 

Hotel as the total rooms booked in our block don’t match the 
number of attendees. 

iv. A trip to Calaveras Big Tree State Park has been added to 
the itinerary.  There is a $10 park entrance fee.   

v. There will be a group dinner at Murphy’s on the second night. 
vi. Contact Tony if you want to sign up for the trip. 

 
D. Saturday, October 25, Fall Festival, 2 pm.  

i. At Bob Burggraf’s Man Cave in Orange.  
ii. Hosted by Chris and Dave Hamel.  
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iii. Catered by Tutto Fresco, $27 per person.  
iv. Please pay Chris Hamel by October 21st.   
v. Annual Corn Hole tournament.   
vi. Let Chris know if you are interested in volunteering to help 

that day by adding asterisk to name on signup sheet or 
sending her an email.   

E.  Saturday, December 6, OCV Christmas Party at Orange County 
Mining Company 

i. 11 am – 3 pm 
ii. $25 gift exchange  
iii. Raffle for centerpieces  
iv. Bring un-wrapped children’s toy for donation.   
v. Santa and his Elf have been invited to attend  
vi. Hosted by Ray and Ellie Cranston.  

F. April 29-May 3, 2026, Route 66 Fun Run, 100th Anniversary of 
Route 66. 

i. Janet Cherry is coordinating. 
ii. Fourteen cars are signed up to go. 
iii. New itinerary that includes Laughlin, Williams, and Kingman. 
iv. A final night was added at the Topok Route 66 Motel on 

Sunday night. Janet Cherry sent an email with info for those 
interested. 

v. Sign up for Fun Run now because it’s filling up fast. The cost 
is $120.  

VIII. Member Forum 
A. No updates. 

IX. Opportunity drawing of $63 won by Mike Blume. Additional prizes were 
won by Ellie Cranston, Ray Cranston, Lori Blume, Donna Mann, George 
McDaniel and Mike Dix.    

X. Next Board Meeting is Tuesday, September 23, 2025, at 6:30 PM at 
Keno’s in Anaheim Hills.  

XI. Next General Meeting is Tuesday, Oct. 7, 2025, at 6:30 at the Santa Ana 
Elks Lodge.  
A. Agenda items for the next meeting are due to Daryl Martin by 

September 30, 2025 
XII. Badge Fines $1.00 paid to Ray Cranston. 
XIII. Motion to Adjourn at 7:15 by Nancy Ward seconded by Sue Lookman. 

Meeting adjourned. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Valerie Martin for Carol Thompson, Secretary  

* * * * * * *  
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The Orange Pits is the monthly Newsletter for the OC Vettes Club of Orange County, CA. This newsletter 
is intended to inform our membership about club news and events. Articles to be submitted for publication 
in the newsletter should be submitted on the night of the monthly General Business Meeting or sent via 
email to Newsletter Editor CondaTakanabe at: btakanabe@msn.com. All written correspondence to the 
club should be mailed to:  

OC Vettes 
P.O. Box 27183 

Anaheim, CA 92809 
O C Vettes (OCV) is a Corvette club based in Orange County, California. OCV is a non-profit organization 
affiliated with the National Council of Corvette Clubs (NCCC). OCV is an active supporter of Children’s 
Hospital of Orange County (CHOC). 

O C Vettes is a club of individuals who appreciate driving Chevrolet Corvettes and enjoy socializing with 
fellow Corvette owners. Currently, OCV has over 100 members who enjoy a varied calendar of events. 
Car shows, day trips, overnight trips, extended trips or other events are usually scheduled each month. 
Membership is open to anyone interested in Corvettes. More information is available on our Web site at 
www.ocvettes.com. 

O C Vettes 2025 – 2026 Club Officers 
 

 
BOARD MEMBERS 

 

President Daryl Martin (562) 522-5753 

Vice President Janet Cherry  (562)544-1053 

Secretary Carol Thompson (714) 749-1486 

Treasurer Ray Cranston (562) 665-1709 

Director Steve Bronston (714) 458-1675 

VOLUNTEER OFFICES   

NCCC Governor Janet Cherry (562) 544-1053 

Membership Chair Donna Mann (714) 323-3555 

National Corvette Museum Ambassador Tony Siragusa (714) 308-0096 

Apparel Coordinator Gary Oedekerk (949) 293-1386 

Website  Steve Bronston (714) 458-1675 

Newsletter/Historian Conda Takanabe (714) 595-1070 

Member News Sue Lookman (714) 767-3451 

50-50 Coordinator Masako Burggraf (714) 936-8528 

Homecoming Chair Conda Takanabe (714) 595-1070 

 



Deb Murphy NCCC 
President 

President’s Message 

September 2025 

Here we are into fall already! If you missed convention, we had a good time!  The resort was HUGE 

and very nice. Instead of worrying about a room key, they gave you a wrist band to get into your 

room and you could also use it to charge items to your room by just scanning the band. Nice 

technology. I am hoping you all saw lots of the pictures of the events and parties – there were 

plenty online.  At the meeting you will hear more about the 2026 convention in Syracuse NY. 

We will have a busy meeting coming up! 

• We will be voting on the dues increase.  Primary dues will go up $15 and spouse/dependent $5 

• Lifetime memberships will go from $300 to $500 

• The competition rulebook changes will be read so governors will know what they will be voting on.  There are a 

lot of updates and changes so we will go over each one. As a reminder: you get to vote on each change 

separately. 

Please take a look at the information on the website.  The minutes are available under the Members Only tab.  The 

competition changes are on the website under a tab that says Rulebook changes and Clarifications.  Talk to your RCD or 

governor if you have changes or want more information, prior to the meeting and voting. 

We are continuing to look at ways to cut expenses.  It’s time to talk about the 2026 budget already! 

I am at the National Corvette Museum for the Anniversary celebration and Hall of Fame induction. Most of the programs 

have been to talk about the ZR1 and ZR1X.  The engineers have been fun to listen to on how they managed to test and 

break equipment while increasing the horsepower. 

Since the NCM brought the photography inhouse, they are offering clubs photo ops for their visits – in front of the 

museum as well covering other activities.  Don’t forget that they have a package to get any Corvette detailed (outside) 

and then displayed on the boulevard for the day that could be included in a club visit.  Take a look at the updated 

Museum in Motion venues on the NCM website.   

The museum is now offering a chance to win a 1967 Corvette in a sweepstakes drawing December 29th.  Again, take a 

look at the NCM website to learn how to get a ticket.   

That’s all I have for now!  See ya in St. Louis 

Deb Murphy 

 

 

 

 



        St. Jude Charity Raffle 2025 

       NCCC Members Only  

  

There are 8 separate raffles with 2 drawings being held at each NCCC 
Governors Meeting in St. Louis. You can enter each separate raffle. Each entry costs $25.00.  
Listed below are the cut off dates to receive your entry by mail.    

 
The drawing date is Saturday, September 13, 2025.  The cut-off to enter the 9/13/25 drawing is 8/25/25. The prizes are 
from NCM MotorSports Park (a full day on the Skid Pad) and Michelin Tire (1 set of 4 Michelin Passenger or Light Truck 
Tires).  
  
The drawing date is Saturday, November 15, 2025.  The cut-off to enter the 11/15/25 drawing is 10/25/25. The prizes 
are from CarCapsule (a bubble for your car worth $4,000) and a 1995 Indy 500 Pace Car Corvette Go Cart (new 7 ft 
Corvette Go Cart).  Winner must pick it up or pay shipping fees).  
  
NAME:______________________________________________________________ 
ADDRESS:____________________________________________________________   
PHONE NUMBER:______________________________________________________   
DONATION AMOUNT:___________________________________________________ 
Please check off which drawing you are entering and list how many entries you would like.  Cost is $25 per entry.  
 

☐September 13, 2025 # of Entries _________________ NCM MotorSports Park 

☐September 13, 2025 # of Entries _________________ Michelin Tire 

☐November 15, 2025 # of Entries _________________ CarCapsule 

☐November 15, 2025 # of Entries _________________ 1995 Corvette Go Cart 

                            

Make check payable to St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital. Mail check and form to:    

NCCC Director of Sponsorship & Charity 

Michele Cantelmo 

235 Clove Road 

Montague, NJ 07827 



 

September 2025 Website Update 

Walt Jenkins IT Director 

Convention was a lot of fun, if you missed it, you shouldn’t have! I’m from out west (Colorado) 

and can’t remember ever seeing so much Corn and Soybeans ready for harvest. Boy do you 

guys in Nebraska, Iowa and Wisconsin have a lot of corn! And the crops look very healthy, the 

farmers should have bumper crops of both corn and soybeans which I think is the best thing that can happen! 

Onto the website updates.  

All the Convention results except the Concours Car Show and Funkhana are posted and the Gimmick rallye should be 

complete shortly.  

I made an update to the RCD membership Database screen so the reset of all the race numbers and populating the race 

numbers is a bit harder as it now requires that a question be answered to see if that’s what the RCD REALLY wants to do 

and wasn’t just a slip of the mouse. Hope that cures all the mistakes that can be made so the RCD’s don’t have to re-

populate those fields by hand. 

The new program that sends out the monthly President’s message seems to be working very well, so that issue appears 

to have been resolved. Also, be careful where you click on the message, I have had many members accidentally remove 

themselves from receiving the message. It’s not a big deal to reset it, but it does take a bit of time to get the work done 

because first the President gets the request, then sends it to me and then I fix the issue. 

For all you drag racers out there, when putting in results, make sure you put the number of rounds completed as the 

first character in the remarks column. That is the second sort for the results, so it’s important that this be done properly. 

More to come from the RCD meeting this month in St. Louis. 

One more thing…. Those of you that decided to become Lifetime members, congratulations. For those new lifetime 

members and any other members that have changed their NCCC number and have points accumulated in the 

Competition Database, please let me know as I need to change the NCCC number, so the results get populated correctly. 

That’s all! Have a good what’s-left-of-Summer and then into Fall. 

Walt Jenkins 

   



 








