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MARCH 2024 

 

 
 
 

 
OC VETTES PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

 
 

Hi Everyone! 
 
I know most of you know I’m going through some health issues but, so far, 
I’m still able to perform my Club duties. I really appreciate and thank you all 
for your support and prayers.  
 
March is finally showing the start of Spring! It feels great to be outdoors in 
the sun and we are beginning to get out and about!  Tony Siragusa has set 
up the Warner Bros. Studio Tour for Saturday, April 20th. The cost is $58 
per person. Tony needs to get the money to Warner Bros two weeks prior 
to our visit so let him know you want to go and pay your money. 
 
RTE 66 Fun Run trip is only a month away!!! Ron and Michael Molendyk 
will have the itinerary out at our next General Meeting. We will be leaving 
from the Denny’s Restaurant in Fullerton, off the 57 freeway on May 1st. 
Before any trips, make sure that all maintenance items have been taken 
care of on your Corvettes. 
 
We still need people to sign up to host our Monthly Socials starting with 
April.  How about introducing us to one of your favorite restaurants and sign 
up. If you need help with the “how to” just ask a Board member. 
 
Let’s Drive! 
 
Leo Mann 
President, OCVettes 
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SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

OCV Events in Blue and Italic.  
For more info contact Leo Mann at 714-323-3599 

 
 
 

DATE EVENT HOST 
March 5 OCV Business Meeting, Santa Ana Elks Lodge, 1751 S. Lyon 

Street, Santa Ana.  Dinner cost is $24 per person. 
Leo Mann 

March 12 Ladies Bunco at Sue Walker’s/Poker at Bob Burggraf’s  
March 17 St. Patrick’s Day  
March 19 OCV March Social at Mr. D’s Diner, Placentia Ray and Ellie Cranston  
March 26 OCV Board Meeting @ Keno’s Anaheim Hills Leo Mann 
March 31 Easter  
April 2 OCV Business Meeting, Santa Ana Elks Lodge, 1751 S. Lyon 

Street, Santa Ana.  Dinner cost is $24 per person. 
Leo Mann 

April 6 Corvette Pirates Cruise  
April 9 Ladies Bunco at Masako Burggraf’s/Poker at Bob Burggraf’s  
April 14 OCMAFC 61st Annual Pancake Breakfast @ Hart Park  
April 16 OCV March Social at TBD  
April 18-20 Gambler’s Classic in Laughlin (SOLD OUT)  
April 20 Warner Bros. Studio Tour Tony Siragusa 
April 22 Passover  
April 27 Women’s Motor Fest at the Marconi  
May 1-5 Route 66 Fun Run Ron and Michael Molendyk 
June 2 Steve McQueen Car and Motorcycle Show  
June 2 Huntington Beach Concourse d’Elegance  
June 30 National Corvette Day at the Marconi  
July 17-20 Black Hills Corvette Classic  
Aug 29-31 Corvette Caravan to Bowling Green Janet Cherry 
October 21 Heels & Wheels at the Marconi  
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FEBRUARY SOCIAL 

at  

NEWPORT RIB COMPANY 
 

 
 

Our February Social at Newport Rib Company in Costa Mesa was great! Thirty-two 
members braved a rainy evening to enjoy delicious bar-b-que ribs, tri-tip, etc. We had 
the back room to ourselves and the servers were kept busy. Serving sizes were 
generous and we saw several happy people walking out with “doggy bags”. Thanks to 
all who attended. 
 
Leo and Donna Mann 
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MARCH SOCIAL 

at  

MR. D’s DINER 
 

 
The March social will be held on Tuesday, March 19 at 6:00 p.m. at Mr. 
D’s Diner, 126 East Yorba Linda Boulevard, Placentia, and hosted by 
Ray and Ellie Cranston fresh from their trip to Hawaii. 
 
 

 
 
 

WE ARE A FAMILY BUSINESS 
THAT HAS BEEN ENJOYING LIFE BY SUCCESSFULLY OPERATING RESTAURANTS 

WITH THE HELP OF OUR STRONG AND LOYAL STAFF SINCE 1978. IT IS OUR 
PLEASURE TO SERVE YOU AND GIVE YOU HIGH-QUALITY FOOD AND LARGE 
PORTIONS AT REASONABLE PRICES. IT DOESN’T MATTER HOW YOUR DAY IS 
GOING BECAUSE YOU WILL LEAVE OUR RESTAURANTS WITH A SMILE!   WE 

SERVE BREAKFAST, LUNCH, AND DINNER – ANYTIME YOU WANT IT. ALL THE 
TRADITIONAL DINER FAVORITES AS WELL AS OUR OWN SPECIAL DISHES. 

CHECK OUT OUR MENU TO FIND YOUR FAVORITE! WE OFFER NEW SPECIALS 
ON A WEEKLY BASIS.    
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INTERESTING TRIVIA 

 

 
Flamin’ Hot Cheetos were developed by a janitor at Frito-Lay, Richard 
Montanez, who got the idea after putting chili powder on some rejected 
Cheetos and then pitched it to the CEO. He’s now a successful executive 
and motivational speaker, and a movie is in the works about his life.  
 

 
BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 

 

 

 BIRTHDAYS  ANNIVERSARIES CLUB 
MEMBERSHIP 
ANNIVERSARY 

Years 

AR  MAR    
1 Monique Harvey   Bill & Teri Kupper 24 
4 Ellie Cranston   Bob & Cecil 

Blattenburg 
15 

15 Dave Tally   Kevin Donnelly 3 
22 Bob Blattenburg   George & Sarah 

McDaniel 
2 

25 Richard 
Thompson 

  Daryl & Valerie 
Martin 

1 

APR  APR    
3 Doris Dix   Conda Takanabe 22 
4 Debb Van der 

Upwich 
  Larry & Nancy 

Ward 
22 

7 Pat Beucler   Bob & Masako 
Burggraf 

8 

16 Sue Fossek     
17 Terry Kupper     
21 Janet Cherry     
23 Chris Hamel     
27 Leo Mann     
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JOKE(s) OF THE MONTH 

 
 

 

 
 

* * * * 

 

* * * 
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RECIPE(s) OF THE MONTH 

Submitted by The Internet 
 

 
IRISH SODA BREAD 

 

 
 

Ingredients 
 

 3 cups all-purpose flour 
 2/3 cup sugar 
 3 teaspoons baking powder 
 1 teaspoon salt 
 1 teaspoon baking soda 

 1 cup raisins 
 2 large eggs, room 

temperature, beaten 
 1-1/2 cups buttermilk 
 1 tablespoon canola oil 

 
Preheat oven to 350°. In a large bowl, combine first five ingredients. 
Stir in raisins. Set aside 1 tablespoon beaten egg. In a bowl, combine 
buttermilk, oil and remaining eggs; stir into flour mixture just until 
moistened (dough will be sticky). Transfer to a greased 9-in. round 
baking pan; brush top with reserved egg. Bake 45-50 minutes or until 
a toothpick inserted in the center comes out clean.  Cool 10 minutes 
before removing from pan to a wire rack to cool.  Cut into wedges. 
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GUINNESS FLOAT 

 

 
 

Ingredients 
 

 1 cup vanilla ice cream, softened if necessary 
 2 cups Guinness or other stout beer 
 2 tablespoons chocolate syrup 

 
Divide ice cream between 2 glasses.  Slowly top with beer.  Drizzle 
with chocolate syrup.  Serve immediately. 
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OC VETTES CLUB APPAREL 

 
 
OCV clothing and hats can be ordered from Land’s End. To start, view 
products online at: https://business.landsend.com/store/oc_vettes/. Decide 
on the merchandise you want to purchase. The official OCV color is royal 
blue, and the typical club shirt is a button front polo shirt. As you place your 
order, you will be able to add the club logo to your purchase. Select the logo 
color that works best with your shirt. If you need assistance in ordering just 
call 1-800- 587-1541 between Monday and Friday from 7AM to 7 PM CT. 
Their friendly staff is waiting to help you with your order. 
 

 
 

 
Annual Las Vegas/Route 66 Fun Run Trip 

SAVE THE DATES! 
May 1-5, 2024 

 
 

This annual club trip will be here before you know it.  Planning is underway.   
 
More than 800 vehicles carrying thousands of friends will be joining the 
Historic Route 66 Association of Arizona for a weekend of fun and 
adventure.  Historic Route 66 Fun Run participants from across the globe 
will meet in Seligman, AZ to travel a 140-mile stretch of Route 66 with 
events planned in communities along the way.  The procession will 
conclude at the finish line in Topock/Golden Shores.  Signup sheets will be 
available at the General meetings of November 7, December 5, January 2, 
and February 6.   
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Reminder: You must register your car for the Fun Run.  See the registration 
form in this newsletter.  Make sure your form is marked for Kingman pickup 
of your registration packet. 
 
All monies and reservations to be collected and confirmed by our General 
meeting of March 5, 2024. 
 
Tentative Itinerary: 
Wednesday, May 1 
Drive to Las Vegas, lunch at Big B’s BBQ in Henderson, attend the Vegas 
show “Soul of Motown” at the Westgate Hotel and Casino followed by 
dinner at Benihana Restaurant in the Westgate. 
 
Thursday, May 2 
Free day to visit and relax in Vegas. 
 
Friday, May 3 
Travel to Boulder City, NV for lunch at the Boulder Dam Restaurant 
followed by the drive to Kingman, AZ.  Pick up Fun Run registration packets 
at the Kingman Powerhouse Museum.  Staying at Best Western Wayfarers 
Inn in Kingman.  Happy hour in hotel lobby followed by dinner at La Catrina 
Mexican Restaurant. 
 
Saturday, May 4 
Drive to Seligman, AZ for the start of the Fun Run – 146 miles back to 
Kingman visiting sites along the way.  Dinner at Cracker Barrel followed by 
dessert back at the hotel lobby. 
 
Sunday, May 5 
Cinco de Mayo sees us visiting Oatman Ghost Town and then off to the 
finish line. 
 
This event is limited to 40 participants so sign up early.  Let us know if you 
have any questions regarding the trip. 
 
Hosted by Ron and Michael Molendyk 
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CORVETTE TECH TIPS 

Submitted by Richard Sheff 
 

 

 
 

Greetings, OC Vettes! 
 
Buckle up.  It's time for another tip to make your C 8 great again.  What 
follows is an excellent design mod I love and you will too.  
 
This month's feature is a much needed appearance enhancement for the 
stern of your mid-engine marvel (Stingray or Z06) ─ arguably, the area 
most in need of an aesthetic upgrade.  This mod's so good, I think 
even Kirk Bennion, Corvette's exterior design chief, would approve. 
 
Personal disclosure.  As a self-confessed "Vettehead" and C 8 owner,  
I am an addict.  I am compelled to find ways to wake-up my Gen 8's 
formidable OEM performance and improve upon its already stunning, good 
looks.  Most admirers, those who are not enthusiasts, are confused by my 
obsession.  They consider the latest version of "America's Sports Car" to 
be a performance beast and automotive design perfection.  My 
reality.  There's no such thing as perfection.   And that's the reality shared 
by many other lucky Gen 8 Corvette owners, as well.  
 
Controlling this powerful urge can be tricky.  If you want to avoid "pimping 
your ride" or turning your C 8 into an expensive, "Big Daddy Roth" cartoon, 
I'm here to help.  As a reminder: I use every product featured.  I have no 
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financial interest in any of the companies recommended, and I dig mods 
that are effective, subtle, inexpensive and chrome.     
 

 
 

When I first saw it; I had to have it.  It's that good. 
 
The C 8's rear license plate cover was designed to fit multiple domestic and 
foreign plate sizes.  The story behind its odd, 6 sided shape though, 
remains a mystery.  Problem is, this area is much too large for American 
license plates.  For me, that makes the empty space that surrounds the 
license plate look unfinished.  That bothered me.  It bothered me a 
lot.  Thankfully, I found the perfect fix for GM's design blunder.  It's 
beautifully executed, inexpensive and simple to install.   
 
My solution: The Etesan license plate holder, available on Amazon for 
$159.  Their unit is a: 2 layer, 3 dimensional rear bezel that beautifully fills 
that empty space your rear license plate now calls home.  The bezel fits the 
entire plate area perfectly, matches the the OEM bumper grills flanking it, is 
all aluminum, comes painted black and includes a carbon fiber back 
plate.  It's also ridiculously easy to install and the back plate gives you 2 
"mout" (sic) or appearance options.  Etesan's package is extraordinarily 
complete.  All the necessary hardware and tools are included to make 
installation quick, secure and easy.       
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Congratulations on your newly enhanced C 8.  It's beautiful and it's 
fast.  Time to give all your mid-engine mods a road test.  Take these 5 
critical steps ─ in the order in which they appear ─ to give your freshly 
modded mid-engine monster a proper road test.  Start the process by 
initiating the "hood's" version of an "Italian tune-up" and "drive it like you 
stole it."  Return your ride to your garage.  Let it cool down.  Give it a final, 
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admiring look; then go have a beer.  Not a Bud Lite.  A real beer.  After all, 
isn't that what being part of the Corvette community's all about?  That, my 
Corvette colleagues, is how we roll.  
 
One final thought before I go.  Who among you has actually installed any of 
the mods I've suggested?  If you have not, and you think I'm an idiot for 
wasting space in the club's newsletter every month, let me know.  I won't hit 
you.  I'd just like a little feedback; that's all.    
 
Look for more tips in the next issue of the Orange Pits. 
 
Until next month, safe travels, everyone. 

 
 

SWAP AND SELL 
 

 
EDITOR’S NOTE:  Nothing submitted for this month’s newsletter. 

 
 

OC VETTES 
MINUTES OF GENERAL MEETING 

MARCH 5, 2024 
Santa Ana Elks Lodge 

 
 
 

I. Meeting called to order at 6:30 by President Leo Mann. Vice 
President Ron Molendyk, Secretary Carol Thompson, and Director 
Steve Bronston were also present. Treasurer Ray Cranston was 
absent. There were 50 members in attendance.  

II. Flag Salute:  President 
III. General Meeting Minutes for February 6, 2024, moved for approval 

by Janet Cherry and seconded by Michael Molendyk. Minutes were 
approved. 

IV. Reports -  
A. Board of Directors 

i. President: Leo Mann – No report. 
ii. Vice President: Ron Molendyk – No report. 
iii. Secretary: Carol Thompson – No report. 
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iv. Treasurer: Ray Cranston – Ray was absent but supplied 
the Treasurer’s statement which was distributed. 

v. Director: Steve Bronston – No report. 
B. Appointed Positions 

i. NCCC Governor: Mickey Lookman. No report. 
ii. Membership: Donna Mann.  

I. There were two new members, Patrick and Angie 
O’Keefe. Patrick owns a 2023 C8. There was one 
visitor, Ken Indorf. Ken owns a 2019 blue C7. 

iii. Corvette Museum Ambassador: Jerry Wheeler. No report. 
iv. Member News: Jane Wheeler.  

I. Longtime member John Treece passed away on 
Feb 8.  

II. Bernie DeMarkey is recovering from his back 
surgery.  

III. Barb Hall’s daughter-in-law is improving.  
IV. Janet Cherry became a new grandmother. Her son, 

member Hank Grampre, and his partner had a baby 
girl.  

V. Dorothy Treece has a new great granddaughter.  
VI. Jerry and Jane Wheeler visited George Loveren, 

who is doing very well. 
v. Apparel Coordinator: Gary Oedekerk.  

I. Gary asked how many members would be 
interested in purchasing mugs from Land’s End. He 
needed about 30-35 for a minimum order. Only 
about 17-18 members showed interest, so it won’t 
be pursued at this time.  

vi. Website: Steve Bronston.  
I. Steve is still looking for member photos to post to 

the web site. Bernie DeMarkey can help with photos 
when he recovers from surgery. 

vii. Newsletter: Conda Takanabe.  
I. Articles for the newsletter are due by next Tuesday. 

viii. 50/50 Coordinator: Masako Burggraf. No report. 
V. Past Events 

A. February 20 Club Social at Newport Rib Company.  
i. It was hosted by Leo and Donna Mann. 
ii. The turnout was great considering it was a rainy night. 

Everyone enjoyed the evening. 
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VI. Old Business 
A. 2024 Christmas Paty venues being explored 

i. Four options for party venue 
I. Dinner just like last year at Alta Vista Country Club. 

The cost would be approx. $145 per person with a 
minimum attendance of 60 people. 

II. Brunch at the OC Mining Company for about $60 
per person. We would have our own room. 

III. Party at Bob Burggraf’s Mancave. Daytime party. 
The cost would be about $40-50pp based on 
catering costs.  

IV. Newport Harbor Cruise including brunch on the Wild 
Goose. This would be the most expensive option of 
the four. A minimum attendance would be required. 

ii. Need to figure out what to do soon while we can still book 
the first or 2nd Saturday in Dec. Leo will take a poll to get 
member feedback. 

VII. Future Events 
A. March 12th Bunco at Sue Walker’s. Poker at Bob’s Man Cave. 
B. March 19th at 6:00 PM, Club Social at Mr. D’s Diner, 126 E. 

Yorba Linda Blvd., Placentia.  
i. Hosted by Ray and Ellie Cranston. 
ii. Ray posted a sign-up sheet at the meeting. 

C. Model A Club Pancake Breakfast April 14 at Hart Park, 701 s. 
Glassel St in Orange. 

i. Frank Reese helps host the event. 
ii. Breakfast is $10 and includes pancakes, sausage, eggs, 

juice and coffee. 
iii. Up to 300 Model A’s on display. 

D. Warner Bros. Studio trip on Apr 20th. 
i. Hosted by Tony and Vicky Siragusa. 
ii. $58 per person. 
iii. There is a one-hour tram tour followed by lunch in their 

deli. After lunch you can take a self-guided tour through 
the lot. 

iv. Tony is working on getting a designated parking area. 
v. Sign up now to get a count on attendance. 
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E. Route 66 Fun Run 2024, May 1-5. 
i. Twenty-five members have signed up.  
ii. Restaurants are being finalized. Ron asked how many 

would want to go to the Jurupa Indian resort for dinner on 
Saturday and received a favorable response. 

iii. Once the itinerary is set it will be given out at the next 
meeting.  

iv. The group will leave from Denny’s off the 60 Frwy at 7AM 
on May 1. 

F. Proposed Upcoming Outings 
i. Day Trip to 123 Lavender Farm in Beaumont.  

I. Hosted by Leo and Donna Mann. 
II. They offer a variety of lavender items including 

food. Seating is not available so members would 
need to bring their chairs. 

ii. Return trip to Lion’s Museum in Long Beach now that new 
murals have been completed. 

I. Hosted by Steve Bronston. 
iii. A 5-day trip to Yosemite and Sequoia National Park 

I. Hosted by Tony Siragusa and the Hamels. 
II. Stay in the mining town of Sonora. Maybe take the 

train ride. Go on to Sequoia then Visalia. 
III. The date be sometime this fall or next spring. 

iv. A trip to Page, AZ to tour the Slot Canyons.  
I. Hosted by Bob and Cecil Blattenburg. 
II. The first night will be in Las Vegas, maybe take in a 

show. Then head to Page. Take a Canyon tour the 
day we arrive. Next day take a boat ride on the river 
and take a second Slot Canyon tour.  

III. Can also visit Horseshoe Bend or Lake Powell 
Dam. 

IV. Continue on to the Grand Canyon or Sedona. 
V. The date be sometime this fall or next spring. 

G. Henry and Sue Walker volunteered to host the May Social at 
the Rose Canyon Cantina. 

VIII. Member Forum 
A. Jerry Wheeler’s new Corvette is on the way. 

IX. Next Board Meeting is March 26 at 5:30 PM at Keno’s in Anaheim 
Hills.  



20 
 

X. Next General Meeting is Tuesday April 2 at 6:30 at the Santa Ana 
Elks Lodge. Dinner at 5:30. Agenda items for the next meeting are 
due to Leo Mann by March 28. 

XI. Badge Fines of $1.00 were paid. 
XII. Opportunity Drawing by Masako Burggraf. 50/50 drawing of $88 was 

won by Sarah McDaniel. Conda Takanabe, Jane Wheeler, George 
McDaniel and Lisa Tally also won prizes. 

XIII. Motion to Adjourn at 7:20 by Bob Burggraf, seconded by Jerry 
Wheeler. Meeting adjourned. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
Carol Thompson, Secretary  
 

* * * * 
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The Orange Pits is the monthly Newsletter for the OC Vettes Club of Orange County, CA. This 
newsletter is intended to inform our membership about club news and events. Articles to be 
submitted for publication in the newsletter should be submitted on the night of the monthly General 
Business Meeting or sent via email to Newsletter Editor CondaTakanabe at: btakanabe@msn.com. 
All written correspondence to the club should be mailed to:  

OC Vettes 
P.O. Box 27183 

Anaheim, CA 92809 
O C Vettes (OCV) is a Corvette club based in Orange County, California. OCV is a non-profit 
organization affiliated with the National Council of Corvette Clubs (NCCC). OCV is an active 
supporter of Children’s Hospital of Orange County (CHOC). 

O C Vettes is a club of individuals who appreciate driving Chevrolet Corvettes and enjoy socializing 
with fellow Corvette owners. Currently, OCV has over 100 members who enjoy a varied calendar of 
events. Car shows, day trips, overnight trips, extended trips or other events are usually scheduled 
each month. 
Membership is open to anyone interested in Corvettes. More information is available on our Web 
site at www.ocvettes.com. 

 
 

 
O C Vettes 2023 - 2024 Club Officers 

 

BOARD MEMBERS  

President Leo Mann (714) 323-3599 

Vice President Ron Molendyk (714) 343-8688 

Secretary Carol Thompson (714-749-1486 

Treasurer Ray Cranston (562) 665-1709 

Director Steve Bronston (714) 458-1675 

VOLUNTEER OFFICES   

NCCC Governor Mickey Lookman (714) 767-1053 

Membership Chair Donna Mann (714) 323-3555 

National Corvette Museum Ambassador Jerry Wheeler (714) 471-0658 

Apparel Coordinator Gary Oedekerk (949) 733-1047 

Website Liaison Steve Bronston (714) 458-1675 

Newsletter/Historian Conda Takanabe (714) 595-1070 

Member News Jane Wheeler (714) 801-0678 

50-50 Coordinator Masako Burggraf (714) 936-8528 

Homecoming Chair Conda Takanabe (714) 595-1070 

 










