


Dave Hamel has begun the process of organizing a road trip and overnight stay in Ojai for this 
coming April. He has contacted and reserved a block of rooms for the club at a very nice 
moderate hotel in town, The Casa Ojai Inn. Here are the details: There is a group block of 15 
rooms set aside for OCV. That is the maximum number of rooms we can hold in a block. The 
prices range from $184-$214 plus tax per night. Check-in date is Wednesday, April 12, and 
check-in time is 3 PM. The block of rooms will be held for us up to 45 days prior to our check-in 
date, at which time any unused rooms will be put back open to the public. We can cancel any 
reserved room up to 48 hours prior to check in without penalty. Anyone beyond bookings 
beyond the 15 rooms can reserve an additional room by calling the hotel themselves and they 
will be added to our list. The hotel has waived the additional resort fee for our group which is a 
nice bonus. Members will want to contact Angelise at (805) 953-7275 using the group name 
'Orange County Corvettes'.  If you have additional questions, please contact Dave Hamel. 

Around Ojai 
The valley was home to Chumash Indians before becoming one of many Spanish land grants 
along the California coast. It became a cattle ranch in 1837, when it was granted to Fernando 
Tico. In 1853 he sold it to prospectors searching for oil, without much success. By 1864, the area 
had been settled, and in 1874, the City of Nordhoff was founded. 

The city was renamed Ojai, a Chumash word meaning “the Nest” or Valley of the Moon, when 
the name Nordhoff was deemed too German post-World War I. The main turning point in the 
development of the city was the coming of Edward Drummond Libbey. He saw the valley and 
fell in love, thinking up many plans for expansion and beautification of the existing rustic town. 
He helped design, finance and build a more modern and fitting downtown, including a Spanish-
style arcade, a bell-tower reminiscent of the famous campanile in Havana, and a pergola opposite 
the arcade. His buildings still exist today in exquisite condition as the symbols of the city and its 
valley. 

To thank Libbey for his gifts to the town, the citizens proposed a celebration to take place on 
March 2nd of each year. Libbey declined their offer to call it “Libbey Day,” and instead 
suggested “Ojai Day.” The celebration still takes place each year. 

Today, Ojai is an active, though small, community. Libbey’s pergola was destroyed in 1971, and 
was recently rebuilt to complete the architectural continuity of the downtown area. 



ANNUAL LAS VEGAS/ROUTE 66 FUN RUN – MAY 3-7, ‘23 

Hosted by Ron and Michael Molendyk 

Our Las Vegas/Route 66 Fun Run trip is almost here. Have you signed up yet? See sign-up sheet 
at our next Club meeting or let us know if you are interested. 

Itinerary - We will leave Fullerton on Wednesday, May 3 and return on Sunday, May 7, 2023. 

Day 1 Wed 
Leave Fullerton, stop at Peggy Sue’s 50’s Diner for breakfast/lunch on the way to Vegas, that 
evening attend murder-mystery dinner show as a group. 

Day 2 Thu 
The day is yours to relax and explore Vegas. 

Day 3 Fri 
Leave Vegas and head to lunch in Boulder City, then on to Kingman AZ, pick up Fun Run 
registration packet, happy hour at hotel and dinner at Dambar Steakhouse as a group. 

Day 4 Sat 
Drive to Seligman AZ for the start of the Route 66 Fun Run, drive the longest intact stretch of 
Route 66 back to Kingman along with 600+ other vehicles of all types, activities along Route 66, 
car show and vendors in downtown Kingman, club pool party at hotel, dinner on your own, 
social hour in the evening at hotel. 

Day 5 Sun 
Leave Kingman and head to Oatman Ghost Town for sightseeing and shopping, on to the Fun 
Run finish line for a picture of your car, then on to Needles for lunch as a group. After lunch we 
head back home to the OC. 

Room Rates: Call the hotel and make your reservations as soon as possible. Tell them you are 
with OC Vettes group. 

Tuscany Suites, Las Vegas- 1 night 
$79.00 + tax per night, waived resort fee and no charge for parking. 702.893.8933. 

Best Western Wayfarers’ Inn, Kingman- 2 nights 
$139.00 + tax per night (regularly $169.00), no resort or parking fee, free breakfast included. 
928.753.6271. 

This trip is always fun, and you get many chances to drive your Corvette out on the open roads. 
We hope you all will join us. Let us know if you have any questions. 

Last day to sign-up will be at our February 7, 2023, general meeting. 
















